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Madame Daes, Chairperson of  the working group on Indigenous Populations, 

distinguished members of  the working Group, Honorable member states 

representatives. Greetings from  the Chiefs.  Clan Mothers, Faithkeepers and the people 

of  the Haudenosaunee. 

In recognition of  this twentieth anniversary of  the 1977 NGO Conference  on the 

Discrimination of  Indians of  the Americas, celebrated at this 15th session of  the 

Working Group on Indigenous Populations, and knowing that we are in the midst of 

the United Nation's Decade of  the World's Indigenous People, it seems right to 

establish a permanent forum  for  Indigenous Peoples during this tenure. 

Madame Chairperson: 

The Haudenosaunee delegation considers the establishment of  a permanent forum  on 

Indigenous peoples of  the highest priority. We wish to reinforce  the sentiments of  our 

Indigenous colleagues in asking for  the prescription of  a broad mandate for  a 

permanent forum  for  Indigenous Peoples. The mission of  the permanent forum\  should 

enhance the primary objectives of  the Decade of  the World's Indigenous Peoples 

through the inclusion of  the vital issues, such as: environment, development, health, 

education, cultural sustenance and treaties. It should not be a replacement of  the 

Working Group on Indigenous Populations. 



We see the Permanent Forum for  Indigenous Peoples as a United Nations body that 

would provide direct dialogue between nation-states, Indigenous Peoples and 

organizations. The Permanent Forum is a natural path of  development for  Indigenous 

Peoples. It would begin to provide a mechanism of  stability for  Indigenous Peoples in 

this era of  reform  in the United Nations. It would also facilitate  the communication and 

satisfactory  resolution of  problems that challenge our respective nations, states and 

peoples. 

Madame Chairperson, the Haudenosaunee have the following  recommendations for  the 

Permanent Forum: 

The Mandate 

We suggest that the Draft  Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous Peoples provide 

the basis for  the mandate of  the Permanent Forum. 

Upon review of  the Draft  Report of  the Second Workshop held in accordance with 

the Commission on Human Rights (resolution 1997/30), it is evident that the 

mandate of  the Permanent Forum would also serve to further  the goals of  Agenda 

21, adopted by UNCED in Rio de Janeiro by providing better access to the United 

Nations for  Indigenous Peoples. We were happy to note that this Draft  Report 

acknowledges that Indigenous Peoples must be involved in the decisions which 

affect  us. 

(2) Membership 

The Haudenosaunee suggest that additional workshops are needed in order to 

fairly  address the topic of  participation in a Permanent Forum from  an Indigenous 

world view. It is becoming more evident, as membership proposals surface,  that 



Indigenous membership must be decided by Indigenous Peoples, not pre-selected 

or controlled by states. 

(3)(a) United Nations body to which Permanent Forum would report 

The permanent forum  can only be established within one structure of  the United 

Nations, the office  of  the Secretary General. This will allow for  the review of  the 

Working Group on Indigenous Populations, while also providing protection and 

continuity. This will assist in the coordination and consultative activities of  the of 

the organizations within the United Nations as they relate to Indigenous Peoples. 

(3)(b) Financing the Permanent Forum 

It is vital to have the United Nations budget provide financial  support for  this 

permanent forum,  not only out of  respect, but also to provide permanence and 

stability. 

Madame Chairperson: 

In closing, the Haudenosaunee delegation urges member states to accept the Draft 

Declaration on the Rights of  Indigenous Populations without changes, and establish a 

Permanent Forum for  Indigenous Peoples directly out of  the office  of  the Secretary 

General. 

We Thank you, Madame Chairperson, for  your time and careful  attention to this 

matter. 

Daynayto 


